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CONVERST

Metaphysics of Conversion from Late Antiquity to Early Modernity: anagogy of soul and cosmos
SEMINAR SYLLABUS
WEEK I

Saturday 28 July
Vin d’Honneur, Birks Foyer (17h30—19h30)

Monday 30 July
Seminar: Plato, Phaedrus

Tuesday 31 July
Seminar: Plotinus, Enneads (270), V.1.10; IV.8.6

Wednesday 1 August
Daniel Tolan, Conversion and the Iterative Renewal of the Self in Origen
Reading: Origen, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans: Books 6-10 (esp. 9)
Derek Michaud, John Smith and the influence of Plotinus and Proclus
Reading: Simplicius, On Epictetus’ Handbook (ca. 550); Proclus, Commentary on Plato's Timaeus (ca. 480);
John Smith, Select Discourses (1660)

Thursday 2 August
Seminar: Proclus, Elements of Theology (480), propositions 25 to 39

WEEK Il

Monday 6 August
Seminar: Augustine, De Trinitate (417), Bks. IX & X
Tuesday 7 August
Alessandra Ignesti, Beauty as Proportion and Splendour
Reading: John Scotus Eriugena, Periphyseon (867), Book Il
Matthew Nini, Thomas Aquinas’s Commentary of the Liber de Causis (ca. 1272)
Reading: Selections from the Commentary
Wednesday 8 August
Denis Robichaud, Ficino and lamblichus: protreptic writing
Reading: Marsilio Ficino, De Amore, Commentary on Plato’s Symposium (1469), Speeches | & Il
Rebecca Coughlin, Converting Dionysius: Ficino’s recasting of Dionysian themes in De Vita and the
Platonic Theology
Reading: Marsilio Ficino, On the Divine Names of Dionysius the Areopagite (1495)
Thursday 9 August
Seminar: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, The Most Elegant Oration (De hominis dignitate) (1486)



WEEK 11l

Monday 13 August
Seminar: Erasmus, Enchiridion militis Christiani (1503), chap. 5; Paraclesis (1516);
Tuesday 14 August
David Manning, Rational Mysticism: The Senses and Divine Illumination
Readings: Jean Gerson, De Mystica Theologia Speculativa (ca. 1400); John Calvin, Institutio (1559), Book
IIl; Gospel of Luke
AnnMarie Bridges, John Calvin’s Hall of Mirrors
Reading: John Calvin, Institutio (1559), Books | & IV

Wednesday 15 August
Catherine Evans, John Donne and Conversion
Reading: John Donne, Prebend Sermon (1625)
Yael Wender, The motions of early-modern melancholy as potential confines to the motions of ascent and
conversion
Reading: Michel de Montaigne, Essais (1580), I11.2 ‘Du repentir’
Thursday 16 August
Seminar: René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (1639)

WEEK IV
Monday 21 August
Seminar: Ralph Cudworth, The True Intellectual System of the Universe (1671)
Tuesday 22 August
Mark Burden, Editing Cambridge Platonists
Reading: Ralph Cudworth, Selections from MS on the Freedom of the Will (BL Add. MS 4978)
Remus Manoila, Ralph Cudworth and Isaac Newton
Readings: Ralph Cudworth, The True Intellectual System of the Universe (1671), chap. 4
Isaac Newton, ‘Proemium and first chapter of a treatise on church history,’ Yahuda MS
Bogdan Deznan, The Concept of Deification in the Thought of Henry More
Reading: Henry More, An Explanation of the Grand Mystery of Godliness (1660)
Wednesday 23 August
Seminar: Henry More, The Immortality of the Soul (1659)

Early Modern Conversions Team Meeting, McGill University, 23-25 August
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