The World Soul
The Cambridge Centre for the Study of Platonism, 18-20 June 2026
Thursday, 18 June - Room 7, Faculty of Divinity
9.00 Opening remarks: Douglas Hedley, Director of the Centre 
9.15 Keynote Lecture (remotely): 
Iain McGilchrist (All Souls College, Oxford, quondam), The Brain in Service of the Soul
11.00 Coffee Break 
11.30-1.00 Session One 
David C. Schindler (John Paul II Institute, Washington), Can Soul Contribute to Intellect? Plotinus on the Novelty of History
Mateusz Stróżyński (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań), The Logos, the Angelic City, and the Divine Humanity: A Christian Philosophical Perspective on the World Soul
1.00 Lunch Break 
3.30-5.00 Session Two
Margaret Barker, The Net and the Bonds (remotely)
Dominic White, Created Wisdom: Is Belief in a World Soul Compatible with Christianity?
5.00 Comfort Break 
5.30-7.00 Session Three 
Tista Austin, Vergil and the Nature of the Soul
Christian Pietsch (University of Münster), Augustine and the World Soul (remotely)
Stephen Gersh (Notre Dame University), The World Soul in Thierry of Chartres

Friday, 19 June – Thirkill Room, Clare College
9.00-10.30 Session Four 
Anna Corrias (Ralston College), Singing and Weaving: Marsilio Ficino on the World Soul 
Jakub Handszu (Adam Mickiewicz University), Microcosm and Macrocosm in Leonardo da Vinci
10.30 Coffee Break 
11.00-1.15 Session Five
Matthew Nini (Institute of Philosophy, Zagreb), World Soul and World Spirit: Platonic Reading of German Romanticism
Marta Sukiennicka (Adam Mickiewicz University), The World Soul and Romantic Palingenesis of Life Forms: Charles Nodier on the Metamorphoses of Matter
Sean McGrath (Newfoundland, Memorial University), The Soul of Nature: A Cusanian Intervention into the Early Schelling (remotely)
1.15 Lunch Break 
5:00-6.30 Session Five
Rupert Sheldrake, The World Soul and the Fields of Nature 
Michael Levin (Tufts University), Free Lunches: Model Systems for Studying the Agential Gifts from the Platonic Space
6.30 Dinner – Clare Buttery
7.30 Conference Concert – Clare College

Saturday, 20 June – Thirkill Room, Clare College
9.00-10.30 Session Seven
Marc-Thilo Glowacki (Adam Mickiewicz University), God Mixed in the World – Manichaean World Soul in the Graeco-Roman Polemical Literature 
Andreea-Maria Lemnaru-Espuna (University of Vienna), From the World Soul to Panpsychism? Neoplatonic Perspectives on Ensouled Nature
10.30 Coffee Break 
11.00-12.30 Session Eight
Andrew Jackson (Faraday Institute, Cambridge), Man as Microcosm in Maximus the Confessor and Its Theological and Scientific Implications
Frederick Lauritzen, A Byzantine View on the World Soul
12.30 Lunch Break (Selwyn College)
2.30-4.00 Session Nine 
Christian Hengstermann (University of Wuppertal), God in All Things: Divine and Human Agency in Anne Conway’s Rational Christology of Middle Nature
Ben Davidson (University of Cambridge), A "Spirit of the Gaps"? The World Soul in the Cambridge Platonists and its Ambivalent Legacy
4.00 Coffee Break 
4.30-6.00 Session Ten
Ilya Sinitsa (Adam Mickiewicz University), The World Soul in the Russian poetry of the Silver Age
Douglas Hedley (University of Cambridge), The World Soul and Wisdom
6.00 Concluding remarks: Mateusz Stróżyński, Douglas Hedley 
7.00 Conference Dinner – Clare College
